
Here’s your question: You have an incredible gift of teaching and seeing things in
unique ways. How important is the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to God’s final End-
Time Move of Glory? How can we especially communicated with other segments, 
denominations, networks the importance of encountering the Holy Spirit?

Acts 19:6-12 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and 
they spoke in tongues and prophesied….8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke 
boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God…. He 
took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall…11 God did 
extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had
touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits 
left them.

I want to start with the beginning of Acts 19 by considering Paul’s insightful teaching on 
Holy Spirit baptism.

Acts 19 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having passed 
through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to 
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We 
have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said to them, “Into 
what then were you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Then Paul said, 
“John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they 
should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 5 When they
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 And when Paul had laid 
hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied. 7 Now the men were about twelve in all.

The believers that Paul encountered were not aware of the Holy Spirit as they had been
taught the gospel of repentance.  They were faithfully walking in the light that they had 
been given.  We cannot make anyone be where we want them to be or expect them to 
be.  Where they are is where they are.  Paul took time to assess with these men where 
they were in their faith, and then he worked with them from that point.  Paul did not 
approach them with judgment; Paul approached them with love, compassion, and truth.

These men were baptized in water, into the Name and Kingdom of Christ.  I view this as
a move from a relationship with Jesus as Savior to a relationship with Him as Lord.

4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the 
people that they should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ 
Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.

Grammar insight: First use of Jesus is Accusative Case, second use is Genitive Case.

◼ The accusative case of a noun is the grammatical case used to mark the direct 
object of a transitive verb. The same case is used in many languages for the 
objects of (some or all) prepositions. It is a noun that is having something done to
it, usually joined (such as in Latin) with the nominative case. The syntactic 



functions of the accusative consist of designating the immediate object of an 
action, the intended result, the goal of a motion, and the extent of an action.
o In other words, John’s baptism led you to believe in Jesus as He is seen 

as the direct object or recipient of your belief.  “Ok.  I believe.” 

◼ In grammar, genitive (also called the possessive case or second case) is the 
grammatical case that marks a noun as modifying another noun. It often marks a 
noun as being the possessor of another noun; however, it can also indicate 
various other relationships than possession. Placing the modifying noun in the 
genitive case is one way to indicate that two nouns are related in a genitive 
construction. 
o In other words, they were baptized into the Lordship of Christ.  They 

moved from just believing in Him to being possessed by Him.  Transition 
of relational ownership.

The word “LORD” is a person exercising absolute ownership rights. Before they were 
empowered with the gifts of the Spirit by Christ they embraced the person of Christ as 
Lord.  If anyone is going to be persuaded to embrace the baptism in the Holy Spirit they 
must first be fully submitted to the Lordship and the authority of Christ.

These men were baptized in the Holy Spirit, spoke in tongues, and prophesied.

◼ The Spirit is in the Nominative Case. The nominative case is one of the 
grammatical cases of a noun or other part of speech, which generally marks the 
subject of a verb or the predicate noun or predicate adjective, as opposed to its 
object or other verb arguments. Generally, the noun "that is doing something" is 
in the nominative.
o In other words, the baptism in the Holy Spirit is not about you or me doing 

something, it is the Holy Spirit who does the work in us as we surrender to
the Lordship of Jesus Christ Who is the baptizer in the Spirit.

The power of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is that it involves total surrender by the one 
being baptized.  When you shift things from possessing Jesus as the object or recipient 
of your belief to the place of His possessing you in relationship, you allow the Spirit to 
begin to do His work.  And the work of the Spirit is always going to glorify Jesus, 
beginning with possessing or taming the tongue.  Speaking in tongues is the initial 
physical evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit because as an unruly evil the tongue 
is impossible for man to tame, yet when we give the Holy Spirit possession and 
permission to work in our lives it is the first thing He tames.  

In Hebrew culture the tongue is spoken of as the leading instrument with which the 
praises of God are sung or exclaimed.  At its very core, speaking in tongues as the initial
physical evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit is an exclamation of praise to God.  It
is the Spirit of God expressing praise through a human tongue in a supernatural way.

The baptism in the Holy Spirit is essential.  Jesus did not allow the Church to begin until 
they had received the power from on high.  As the Church grew, the baptism in the Spirit



remained an essential part.  In Acts 19 as we see Paul wanted to ensure that the 
Ephesian believers received.  In light of that encounter at the beginning of Acts 19 we 
find that Paul spent years in Ephesus preaching and proclaiming the Gospel and we are
told that all of Asia heard the Word of God.  The baptism in the Spirit opens the door to 
all things supernatural.  Our job in terms of other networks is not to argue or convince, 
but to show them the power of the Lordship of Christ; to show them the power of 
submission to the person and the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

The baptism in the Holy Spirit with the evidence of speaking in tongues does not mean 
that I have been given something special by God.  The baptism in the Holy Spirit with 
the evidence of speaking in tongues means that I have given myself in submission to 
God to do in me whatever He desires.

Close with the Leonard Ravenhill story of being clothed by the Father.


